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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD o

SUBJECT Meetmg w1th J. R. Blandford and Frank Slatmshe?k 'House
Comm1ttee on Armed Serv1ces

25X1A

1.. On 6 May 1971 Larry Houston, Jolm Ma.ury, [ | 3 25X1A

| met with Blandford ‘and Slahnshet}k at theu-

request, Slatmsheqk indicated that they had a hearmg with DOD coming

up concerning the language of Section 5 of H, R, 3818 author1z1ng certain

Department of Defense appropr1at1ons for Fiscal Year 1972. They were

concerned over being able to defend the present language of this Section

and knowing what changes in language m1ght do to Admini stratxon pro-
- grams in Laos. . ¢

25X1A 4 , S y
2, At the beginning of the discus sion, in answer to questlons,

|:|br1ef1y described both CIA and DOD funded paramilitary pro-

jects in Laos, citing current year (FY 1971) program levels. Larry

Houston then described the legal basis for operahng these projects in

the context of the Fulbright Amendment language ad opted as part of

Section 5. : :

3. Slatinshe¢k made the point several times that while the explana-
tion of our legal basis has merit, much of our interpretation rests on ‘
leglsla'twe history, some of which is not openly known, and someone just
reading Section 5 might still find it hard to believe that current activities
are authorized. He kept asking how we and the Defense Department would
‘defend ourselves if put to the test. Both he and Blandford expressed con-
cern that if Congress is not satisfied that adequate Congressional control
exists to prevent further U,S. involvement in Laos, steps will be taken
to change the present language in order to establish such control.

epin
Excluded & *n aitamatlc

T facls "Ihf‘? 119
SEGaii/

25X1

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000100120018-9



- / Approved For Release 20§élﬁglﬁ. CIA-RDP73B00296R000100120018-9 - 25X1

4, Although they did not so state, I got the impression that the‘};
would like to be able to assure their Committee that the present language
of Section 5 is adequate Congressional protection, but in view of the foul-
‘up over this language last year, and their own lack of knowledge as to
what the Administration is doing and plans to do in Laos, they are unable
to take this stance with confidence. I would not be surprised if they again
asked the Admlmstratlon to dra.ft new language for this Sectlon '

5. At the conclus1on of the meetlng both men sald they felt better
informed becuase of our discussion and'e:xpfessed their thanks.

o 25X1A
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‘ Assistanf Director for Budget,
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Copy of Section 5, H, R. 3818
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7 May 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Conversation with Frank Slatinshek

In response to his telephone call, met with Mr, Frank Slatinshek,
Assistant Chief Counsel, House Armed Services Committee, who gave
me three classified documents and asked, if possible, that Agency
technicians ascertain whether these documents have themselves been
duplicated by xerox or a similar process. I told Mr. Slatinshek that

I had touched base with our technical people and was not sure how much

we can do. TSD, has been advised.
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As sistanwmslatlve Counsel
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Orig. - Subject
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